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Preparatory Steps

Obtain original/certified copy of the
marriage certificate

Consider whether Application can or

Draitpplicetion should be made jointly

A 4

Start of Proceedings

Applicantisfiled at court Court fee of £612 payable

Issue of Proceedings

Acopyof the Applicationis sent to

The court receives the Application, A copy of the Applicationis served Awritten notice of the T A R e e T o ey
seals (stamps) or issues itand (sent to) the Respondent/their Application is posted to dsmg“’he rBatoR SRt wg
allocate a case reference number solicitior by email Respndent

the Respondent

A 4

Acknowledgement of Proceedings

The Respondent receives the Application and mustacknowledge  Ifthe Respondent disputes the divorce, s/he must say so on the
this by signingand returning the Acknkowledgement of Service Acknowledgement of Service. S/he must then file an Answer
form to the court within 14 days withina further 21 days. This is a disputed divorce.

A 4

Co

Applicatio itional Order

Once 20 weeks have passed from the date of Issue of the
Application and the Respondent has been suitably served, the

Applicant can apply for a Conditional Order.

Certificate of Conditional Order

Once the courtreceives the Acknowledgement of Service, a copy
issent to the Applicant

AJudge considers the papers and decides if the Applicantis.

entitled to a divorce

Final Order

If so, s/he sets a date for Conditional Order

6 weeks after Conditional Order, either party can apply forthe

Divorce Orderwhich formally dissolves the marriage. fthisisnot ' 'S commonly the case that this stage is delayed until financial

matters have beenresolved

done jointly, 14 days' notice must be given




